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Sylv. t. 15.—Conocarpus latifoha Roxb. Hort. Beng. 34; Wight Ic.
t. 994.—plate 418.
An erect tree sometimes reaching 18-21 m.; bark smooth, light
coloured; young parts glabrous or silky-pubescent. Leaves 6.3-10
by 3-5 cm., alternate or subopposite, elliptic or oblong-elliptic, obtuse
or very often shortly cuspidate, glabrous when fully grown, pale
dull glaucous-green, base usually rounded, midrib prominent, pink;
main nerves 6-10 pairs, arching prominent on the lower side, the
veins between them reticulate; petioles 6-13 mm. long. Flowers
sessile, in small dense heads; peduncles 1 or more from the same
axil, branched, not much longer than the petioles. Calyx-tube
pubescent; teeth short, broadly triangular. Fruit small, several
crowded in a globular head, the nucleus nearly planoconvex, 4-5 mm.
long (excluding the beak), 3-4 mm. broad (including the wings),
yellowish brown, glabrous or more or less pubescent, winged down the
2 longer sides, beaked with the persistent calyx which is as long as
or sometimes longer than the nucleus; wings with entire margins.
Seed solitary.
Distribution     Throughout the greater part of India and Ceylon.
The root is pungent, acrid, stomachic, increases biliousness —
The bark is pungent, acrid, sweet, cooling; improves both taste and
appetite; causes biliousness; removes " kapha ** and " vata ** ; useful
in anaemias, urinary discharges, piles, applied in skin diseases and
erysepelas.—The juice of the leaves is given in purulent discharges
from the ear.—The fruit is acrid, dry, with flavour; cooling, astrin-
gent to bowels; increases "vata" ; cures "kapha" and biliousness
(Ayurveda).
The bark is bitter, astringent to the bowels; useful in live*
complaints, chronic diarrhcea, ophthalmia, and eyesores (Yunani).
Among the Mundas of Chota Nagpur the bark enters into the
composition of a remedy against difficult expectoration and obstruc-
tion of the windpipe by phlegm.
Sushruta recommends the plant as uselul in the treatment of
snake-bite and scorpion-sting. The flowers, and the ash of the root,
bark and leaves are useless in the antidotal treatment of snake-bite

